FOR REFERENCE ONLY INDIANA COLLECTION 


PREFACE 


With the passing of time and oral historians, 
historic treasures and events soon fade out of 
memory unless they are preserved in written form. 
Recorded history is well served especially with the 
new generations in membership and the periodic 
changes in assigned pastors. 


The purpose of this brief and concise presentation 
is to preserve in writing an account of five selected 
historic treasures and events at our Saint Mary's 
Church. 


History becomes alive when one glances through 
these pages and becomes acquainted with the 
following: 


Historic Church Bell 

. Century-old Epistle Book 

. Old and New Altar Tables 

. Historic Icon of the Nativity 
. The Relocated Iconostas. 


WPLwn — 


This presentation of recorded history is prepared 
to coincide with and in commemoration in 1991 of 
the 80th Anniversary of our Saint Mary's parish. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MICHAEL J. GRISAK 
September, 1991 
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SAINT MARY'S HISTORIC BELL 


Consecration of the first Saint Mary's wooden 
church (17th & Fillmore) took place on September 
8, 1912. Within two weeks of the consecration, 
the small group of church founders first heard 
their “Call to Worship” from a bell that people in 
the area have been hearing for many years as an 
alarm of distress. This bell continues to serve new 
generations to this day. 


Deep memories can be stirred by ringing sounds 
of a bell. These sounds stay with us throughout our 
lives, and through history. The bell was probably 
humanity's first musical instrument -- perhaps 
discovered by accident in a way comparable to a 
pebble within a sea shell that produces a pleasant 
sound when shaken. 


It is interesting to note that "Golden Bells" are 
mentioned in the 28th Chapter of the Book of 
Exodus in the Old Testament. Bells were used on 
the robes of Aaron, the first Hebrew high priest, 
to signal his entry into the Holy of Holies. 


By the beginning of the 6th century, bells were 
cast in bronze and hung in Christian churches 
throughout Europe. They were first used to 
summon worshippers, to note deaths, or to lead 
religious processions. 


While thousands of churches throughout Europe 
vied with each other for more and larger bells, the 
ones made for Christian churches in Russia were 
by far the largest and most impressive. Inside the 
Kremlin today are ancient churches, cathedrals and 
many bell towers. Here rests the “Czar Kolokol" 
bell, weighing some 180 tons’ with an 11-ton 
piece cracked from its side. This bell has its own 
strange and interesting history. 
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In addition to religious requirements of bells, 
they were rung to dispel storms; to stop the spread 
of disease; and to warn the villagers of distress, 
signaling calls to fires. To assure that a church 
bell truly “spoke for God" it was blessed in a 
ceremony similar to baptism and literally became 
the "Voice of God.” 


The historic bell in Saint Mary's church that 
presently serves as our “Voice of God" was 
originally housed in the old Tolleston fire station. 
The bell sounded the alarm throughout the 
neighborhood especially of fires. 


The bell was located in a multi-purpose wooden 
building which served as a town hall, a jail and as 
a center for the volunteer fire department. It is 
the present site of Gary's #3 fire station at 12th 
and Roosevelt. 


Following the annexation of Tolleston to the City 
of Gary on August 31, 1910, the bell served the 
original purpose of the Tolleston area of Gary and 
became available as excess property. As if through 
an act of fate, the timing obviously coincided with 
the immediate needs of Saint Mary's newly 
constructed church; the purchase price agreed 
upon was $46.00. 


Consequently, a committee headed by the pastor, 
Rev. Benjamin Kedrovsky, made a visit to City Hall 
to negotiate the transaction with Mayor Thomas 
Knotts. It was agreed that an on-sight inspection 
of the bell be made before a purchase is finalized. 


At this point the scenario of the day began to take 
on a humorous twist. Due to lack of transportation 
at the moment, the mayor offered the use of the 
police patrol wagon that was parked nearby. 


The script to the scenario, related to the author 
by Rev. Kedrovsky, indicatedthat the suggested 
vehicle was of vintage design, with an uncovered 
open top, thus lacking privacy by exposing the 
occupants to the full view of the curious public. 
The itinerary called for driving from City Hall 
onto Broadway and directly, via the highly 
populated ethnic neighborhood, to 12th and 
Roosevelt where the bell rested. 


With snap judgments dominating the unusual 
scene, the passengers in the police wagon, 
obviously, were not assessed too kindly at best. 
One would be inclined to point a finger in the 
direction of the passing supposed “law breakers,” 
voicing such verbiage as: "There's that new 
Russian priest -- wonder why they already picked 
him up.” 


The newly purchased bell served our 
congregation since 1912, through the 1922 major 
renovation period of the wooden church to a brick- 
veneered edifice, and well into the year 1960. 


As the new Indiana limestone church at 45th and 
Maryland was scheduled to fulfill the motto, "On 
our golden jubilee, a new church it must be,” it 
was the overwhelming consensus of opinion to keep 
and relocate the bell in the new church. 


The target date of the relocation of the bell was 
September 12, 1960. As of a rather recent date, 
the call to worship at Saint Mary's is by an 
electronically operated carillon. The historic bell 
is used primarily for special liturgical purposes. 


“What is the actual age of the bell?” one may ask. 
It accumulated some 78 years of memories at St 
Mary's, but it came to usfrom the Tolleston fire 
station with untold years of service. Tolleston 
celebrated its centennial in 1951. Whether he 
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bell was purchased new from the foundry or 
served a purpose at some other location (a church, 
a school, or fire station) prior to its use by 
Tolleston -- these are some factors to consider in 
determining the true age of the bell. 


The bell carries no casting date or name of the 
casting foundry, usually shown on bells of more 
recent casting. Efforts through documentation 
research and a few inquiries of knowledgeable local 
oral historians were fruitless. 


However, for general conversation purposes in 
speculating the age of the bell, some "100 years 
plus" is a realistic figure considering the above 
factors. 


In conclusion, as memories continue to 
accumulate with passing years, the purpose of this 
brief historical account is to provide a _ written 
account of this historic and treasured church bell 
for future generations. It is truly a historic piece 
of the Calumet area. 


The above photo of our historic bell, anchored 
in the belfry of Saint Mary's church, shows no 
casting date or name of foundry. As shown, the 
bell is activated by a clapper. It is tuned to 
produce a clarion ring or strike note of "C." 


The measurements are as follows: 


Base diameter 36 inches 
Diameter at top 15 inches 
Height of bell 24 inches 


In making a weight comparison with the famous 
Liberty Bell, it can be reasonably stated that 
both bells are within the 2000-pound class. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT 


Tolleston had only a volunteer Fire 
Department until it was absorbed by the 
City of Gary in 1910. Up until that 
time the Town Hall, Jail, and Fire 
Department were all combined in a 
building located at what is now 
Roosevelt and 12th Avenue, the present 
site of the Tolleston Fire Department. 


EPISTLE BOOK - HISTORIC TREASURE 


The Order of Divine Service in the Eastern 
Orthodox church, both public and private, is 
contained in two special books -- the Gospel and 
the Epistle. Both of these books are divided into 
Lessons, with indication of the Lesson for each day. 


The Saint Mary's church is in possession of an 
Epistle book of historic value. During the early 
days of our Russian church, up to about the year 
1947, when the American Service was gradually 
being introduced, services were conducted in the 
Church Slavonic. 


Among these books was this historic Epistle 
printed in the City of Sarajevo, capital city of 
Bosnia, presently part of Yugoslavia. In the year 
1892, Bosnia was under the control of the Austro- 
Hungarian monarchy. The frontispiece indicates it 
is dedicated to the contemporary emperor Francis 
Joseph ! (1830-1916). 


The Church Slavonic language was developed for 
the early Slavs on their conversion to Christianity 
in the 9th century by Cyril and Methodius. The 
alphabet consists of 42 letters as compared to the 
present Russian language, where many letters of 
the alphabet were eliminated. 


It is interesting to note that in setting type for 
Church Slavonic, in order to conserve space, a 
system was used employing what is referred to as 
“Tetly” (five in number), placed over words, 
eliminating letters of the alphabet. 


This historic Epistle book contains 235 
numbered pages and measures 10 inches by 15 
inches, a size that was popular in the era when the 
book was published. Compared to service books 
presently in use, this is an odd size. 


The epistle lessons are printed on quality paper 
with black and red ink in the Slavonic alphabet 
exclusively, using the "Tetly" system for space 
conservation. The Slavonic numbers were used, as 
compared to traditional Arabic or Roman numerals, 
for numbering of pages (one side only), date of 
publication, and references. 


It is a fitting and timely gesture to compile this 
brief account of our historic treasure as its 100- 
year anniversary is so near at hand in 1992. 


Our church is also in possession of another (large 
size) Epistle book, printed in the City of Moscow in 
the year 1902. With the blessing of the Holy 
Synod, this service book was printed by the synodal 
typography. Like the former, its many years of 
service have taken their toll. 


- O- 


It is well to mention in this’ brief narration, 
commemorating St. Mary's 80th anniversary, 
another historic keepsake -- Book of Psalms or 
“Psalteer." Comparable in size to the two large 
Epistle books, this “Psalteer", printed in Church 
Slavonic, carries the blessing of the Holy Synod. It 
was printed in 1894 in Moscow by the synodal 


typography. 


An interesting feature, worthy of mention, this 
book is stamped by a Monastery Superior on Mount 
Athos (Greece) indicating it could have been in 
prior service by the monks on that holy mountain. 
The deteriorated leather binding bears a simple 
cross and not that of Russian Orthodoxy. 


THE CHURCH ALTAR 


In the Eastern Orthodox churches the Altar 
represents the throne of God in heaven, and the Lord 
God Almighty Himself is present thereon. It also 
represents the tomb of Christ since His body is 
placed thereon. 


During the process of relocating our church 
from 17th and Fillmore to 45th and Maryland in 
1960, the moment arrived to relocate the wooden 
church Altar -- the most important symbolism in 
the church. This Altar had served our church since 
the original church was consecrated in 1912. 


The first service in our new church was held on 
December 15, 1960, and the wooden Altar was 
briefly used in the new church. The present marble 
Altar Table was consecrated on October 15, 1961, 
along with our new Indiana limestone house of 
worship. This new Altar Table was donated to the 
church by Peter John Shakula, in memory of his 
parents. 


After Divine Liturgy began to be served on the 
new marble Altar Table, the decision was made to 
preserve the old Altar by reducing it to ashes. 
These ashes have been placed into a coffer and placed 
inside the new Altar, thus preserving an unbroken 
coherence with our past. 


10 


INTERIOR OF OUR NEW CHURCH 


THE IMAGE - SCREEN (ICONOSTAS) 


In pursuing our objective for the preservation of 
Saint Mary's history, it is well to record 
information regarding the Image-Screen -- the 
Iconostas. 


The Image-Screen was removed from our former 
church in its entirety and installed in our new 
sanctuary. However, it is also important to note 
that this was not the original Image-Screen -- the 
original was replaced in the year 1915. 


In the following two years (1916-17) the 
Iconostas, with the completion of donated 
individual Icons from parishioners and church 
affiliated organizations, came into its full beauty 
as we know it today, following several minor 
restorations and added illumination. 
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ICON OF THE NATIVITY 


The donation of Icons (Holy Images) to the 
church for devotional purposes has been as 
expression of religious worship among Eastern 
Orthodox Christians over many, many centuries. 


Icons are donated to the church for a variety of 
reasons -- in memory of a loved one, to express a 
family or group devotion, or as a memorial. During 
the early days of our Saint Mary's’ parish the need 
for Icon donations surfaced soon after the wooden 
framework and interior finishing showed signs of a 
future house of worship. 


In order to express their devotion as a group, 
seven young men, immigrants from their ancestral 
village of Vereschaky in Russia, sensed their 
obligation by presenting to our church the Icon of 
the Nativity. 


Although through an act of fate, this presentation 
was made in 1917, coinciding with the period of 
time when our church was under attack by anti- 
religious groups both in America and abroad -- red 
paint was smeared on our white sanctuary. 


This Icon was removed from our former house of 
worship and is now located on the south wall of the 
church. The icon is enclosed in the original frame- 
work typical of local craftsmanship found in rural 
churches both in Russia and in Carpatho-Russia. It 
is inscribed with names (in Russian) of the 
following seven: 


* Phillip Shavkun Gregory Matsueff 
* John Shavkun John Gorbachev 
* John Koshubara Terenty Yatskoff 


Theodore Koshubara 


* Church Founder 
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